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28. Ilmpact of Education Sector on Sustainable

Development of India

De, Dinesh W, Nichit

Principal, Sant Gadge Maharaj Mahavidyalaya, Walpaon, Dist. Amravatl,

Introduction

Ihe education in India has vich and interesting history . acis believed  that in the ancient

dav, the education was imparted  orally by sages and (he scholars and the information was
passad on from one generation to other,

Atter the development of letters it took the form of writing using the palm leaves and the
barks of trees . This also helps in spreading the written literature . the temples and the
community centers formed the role of schools . Later, the Gurukul System came into exisfence
. The present system of education was introduced and founded by the British in 20" century |
Groundwork has been laid for sustainability of education worldwide, Recent changes in service
leaming . a focus on literacy and skills , standards that support interdisciplinary  thinking , and
the role of systems thinking have all increased the visibility of the moment .

Education Sector in India

Education is fundamental to human progress . It plays a prominent role in all —around
development of individual as well as society . Education plays a Key role in creating patriotic
disciplined and productive manpower . Educated manpower constitutes precious assets as well
as agents for advancing the nation . Education aims at integrated development of personality .

However , Sometimes  visualization works more than simply learning out of books . A
child can retain the information in a more efficient manner it he is shown  the actual
implementation of the data . for example it we just teach the child how the windmill works he
might understand - the concept but, it he is shown in real lite how the windmill converts wind
encrgy to power he will develop interest in it and will pursue more knowledee in it than by
merely being taght about it or having read about it

Indian education involves teaching a wide span of subject ranging from philosophy 1o
information technology . right from our first day in school we're exposed to a variety ol subjects
dealing - with polities | biology, health science | philosophy ete. which definitely give us an
insight into the aspects T various fields of study existent and avatlable as an option . We are
exposed (o a wide arena of subjects covering ditferent aspects of the world

and its pvnplc.
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India has emerged as strong potential - market for investment in training and education
sector , due to its  favorable demographics (young population) and being a services —driven
economy . Further , India’s expanding role in sectors such as software development , generic
plmmmcculiculs and healtheare |, would require the country to invest into learning and training
segment as well . the education sector of India is divided into two main segments; the core
segment comprises of schools and higher education . while the non-core comprises of coaching
classes | pre —=schools and vocational trainings .

Higher Education in India is one of the largest and oldest systems  of higher education
found anywhere in the world . As of now there are more than 320 universities , deemed
universities , and more than 15500 colleges . together they offer a wide range of degree and
diploma programs” across the length and breadth of the country .

Aims and Objectives of Education for Sustainable Development
«  To identify and communicate good practice case studies in teaching and research
community relations and institutional management.
*  Todevelop visions of higher education and to optimize its contribution to sustainable
development.
. To look at areas where poli"cy solution may be needed to support higher education
contribution to sustainable development .

Role of Education in Sustainable Development of India

Good quality education is an essential tool for achieving a more sustainable world . This
was emphasized at the UN World Summit in Johannesburg in 2002 where the reorientation of
current education systems was outlined as key to sustainable development . Education for
sustainable development (ESD) promotes the development to know the knowledge . skills |
understanding , values , and actions required to create a sustainable world ,which ensures
environmental protection and conservation , promotes social equity and encourages economic
sustainability . The concept of ESD developed largely from environmental education ,which has
sought 10 develop the knowledge ,skills values , attitudes and behaviors in people to care for
their environment. The aim of ESD is to enable people to make decisions and carry out actions
o improve our quality of life without compromising the planet . It also aims to integrate the
values inherent in sustainable development into all aspect and levels of learning .

There  are a number of key themes in ESD and while the dominant focus is on
environmental concerns, it also addresses themes such as poverty alleviation citizenship | peace

. ethics | responsibility in local and global contexts, democracy and governance, justice , human
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rights , gender equality ,corporate responsibility ,nature resource management and biological
diversity.

Impact of Education on Sustainable Development : Modern day Education is aided with
a varicty of technology ,computers ,projectors , internet, and many more . Divers knowledge is
being spread among the people . everything that can be simplified has been made simpler.
Science has explored every aspect of life. There is much to learn and more to assimilate . internet
provides abysmal knowledge . there is no end to it . one can learn everything he wishes to .
Every topic has developed into a subject. New inventions and discoveries have revealed the
unknown world to us more variedly. Once a new aspects is discovered .hundreds of heads start
babbling over it, and you get a dogma from hearsay. Not only our planet but the whole universe
has become accessible.

Skill-development and vocational education has added a new feather to the modern
system of education . There is something to learn for everyone . We temples of education known
by a familiar word the “university **. Whatsoever we are getting educated ‘day by day and what's
good about is that , it’s a never —ending process and hence helps permanently in sustainable
development . No doubt education affects sustainable development and its impact shows growth
in the dcvciopmcnt in all respect and in all sectors of the country because of the growth of
education sector in urban area . But there is a scope for widening of education sector in the rular
area , as it is seen that school, colleges, vocational and technical institutes , agricultural institutes
. IT institutes ,etc. are much less in rural area than the urban area .

Conclusion

India has a well —functioning education sector but the system yet much needs to be done
if India wants to keep alive her ambition of becoming a knowledge powerhouse or innovation
superpower Sustainable development is vision and way of thinking and acting .

In conclusion , development is impacted by its education in a systemic manner . The
higher education system contributes cnormously to nation building given India’s demographic
make-up , the lacunae that we have inherited from the British Raj as well as the plain fact of

being a developing .
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